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Stakeholders’perceptions of forest ecosystem services: A study of national
parks in China and Canada
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Abstract: [Objective] Using China’s Shennongjia National Park Pilot (SNP) and Canada’s Banff National
Park (BNP) as case studies, this research identifies and evaluates the preference characteristics of key stakeholders
(including farmers, individual operators, government officials, and tourists) towards various FESs. [ Method] Q
methodology and semi-structured interviews with 24 Q participants were utilized to sort 23 Q statements regarding
FESs across seven categories (ranging from -3 to +3). [Result] Stakeholders’ preferences towards FESs were
categorized into three common perspectives: tourism and culture, production and living, and ecological conservation.
Different types of stakeholders were found to have both consensus and divergence regarding their views on FESs.
For instance, there was strong consensus on services related to natural ecotourism and biodiversity conservation,
while the stakeholders expressed strong opposition regarding services related to forest protection. Furthermore, the
stakeholders elucidated the reasons for their preferences for different types of FESs. [ Conclusion] Overall, the
findings of this study indicate that in addition to considering the services provided by forests themselves,
policymakers must also consider the preferences and divergences in needs among stakeholders of national parks.
This will ensure a more comprehensive fulfillment of diverse societal needs and will facilitate the formulation of
more effective policies to promote the sustainable management and conservation of national parks.
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