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Reflections on several key issues in tree breeding research in
contemporary China

Chuan-Ping Yang

(State Key Laboratory of Tree Genetics and Breeding (Northeast Forestry University), Harbin150040, China)

Abstract: Based on the future outlook and technological roadmap for tree breeding in China, this p
aper focuses on eight critical issues that should be emphasized and developed in contemporary tree breed
ing research: 1. Reaffirming the role and significance of improved forest tree varieties; 2. Strategic dema
nds of Chinese forestry for forest tree breeding; 3. Key aspects of molecular tree breeding research; 4.
Breeding superior varieties for specific site conditions; 5. Selection of representative materials for tree br
eeding trials; 6. Expansion of the "right tree for the right site” principle in afforestation; 7. Fundamental
principles of field trials in tree breeding; 8. The ultimate goals of tree breeding and their applications in
forestry production.
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